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a Federal Government corporation, will op-
erate within the Department of the Interior
in cooperation with the National Park Service
to ensure the fulfillment of the obligations
and requirements of the laws and policies
that govern units of the National Park Sys-
tems (NPS).

Through the partnership, the National
Park Service will provide technical assistance
to the Trust for 2 years, after which time
the Trust will reimburse the Park Service for
any further services. As part of this partner-
ship, it is my expectation that the National
Park Service will establish a position of su-
perintendent or site manager to work closely
with the Trust in managing this NPS unit.

Section 5(v)(1) of S. 871 vests the powers
and management of the Trust in a Board of
Directors consisting of the Secretary of the
Interior and eight other members appointed
by the President. These Presidential appoint-
ments would be made from names submitted
by the Governor of Oklahoma, the Mayor of
Oklahoma City, and the Oklahoma congres-
sional delegation. Because the Constitution
does not permit limiting the executive
branch’s appointment power by requiring
nominations from lists of recommendations,
I will regard any lists submitted pursuant to
that section as advisory.

I commend all those who worked so hard
to memorialize the lives of the innocent vic-
tims of the Oklahoma City bombing.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 9, 1997.

NOTE: S. 871, approved October 9, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–58.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1997
October 9, 1997

Warm greetings to all those observing Yom
Kippur.

On this most solemn of Jewish holy days,
Jews across America and around the world
acknowledge the transgressions of the past
year and come before God to atone for their
sins. It is a time to rectify mistakes, to repair
broken bonds between family members,

friends, and neighbors, and to reaffirm their
sacred covenant with God. Rich with tradi-
tion and ritual, observed with strict fasting
and devout prayer, the Day of Atonement
offers the Jewish people a powerful reminder
to begin the new year by seeking what is most
important: the mercy of God and the forgive-
ness of those whom they may have failed.

As our nation embarks upon a season of
renewal and reconciliation, Americans of all
faiths can learn from the lessons of Yom
Kippur. By acknowledging the divisions
among us and seeking forgiveness from one
another for past injuries and mistakes, we can
strengthen our families, communities, and
nation and enter the future as a more com-
passionate and united people.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a blessed Yom Kippur.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 9.

Memorandum on the Brazil-United
States Agreement on the Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy
October 9, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 98–2

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Energy
Subject: Presidential Determination on the
Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the Federative Republic of Brazil
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Federative Republic
of Brazil Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nu-
clear Energy, along with the views, rec-
ommendations, and statements of the inter-
ested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
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tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed agreement and author-
ize you to arrange for its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7035—Leif Erikson
Day, 1997
October 9, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans have always been a people

marked by a spirit of discovery. Generations
of American explorers and pioneers have
pushed against the boundaries of the known
world, eager to see what lies beyond the next
horizon. We come by that spirit naturally, for
millions of us are descended from men and
women of courage, vision, and independence
who left their native lands to seek new possi-
bilities in a new world.

One of the earliest of these was Leif
Erikson. Almost a thousand years ago,
braving the cold and unforgiving North At-
lantic, he set out on a voyage that would ulti-
mately bring him to this continent and a last-
ing place in history. But Leif Erikson is more
than a symbol of the pioneer spirit. He is
also a powerful reminder of the long and
proud history of the sons and daughters of
Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and
Finland who endured the hardships of the
American frontier to build a new life for
themselves and their families. These immi-
grants from the Nordic countries, and their
descendants, have contributed immeasurably
to America’s strength, character, prosperity,
and independent spirit.

Today, the people of Iceland, Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, and Finland are our part-
ners in building a new Europe. Committed
to democracy and self-determination, they
have always reached out to those struggling
for freedom and equality. We are proud to
join them in fostering the integration of the
Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-

uania into the Western family of nations. We
also look forward to joining our Nordic
friends in celebrating in the year 2000 the
millennial anniversary of Leif Erikson’s mo-
mentous voyage to our shores. It is fitting
that we should pay special tribute to Leif
Erikson—son of Iceland, grandson of Nor-
way—as we begin our own uncharted jour-
ney of discovery into the new millennium
that stretches before us.

In honor of Leif Erikson and of our Nor-
dic-American heritage, the Congress, by joint
resolution approved on September 2, 1964
(Public Law 88–566), has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim October
9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 1997, as Leif
Erikson Day. I encourage the people of the
United States to observe this occasion with
appropriate ceremonies and activities com-
memorating our rich Nordic-American herit-
age.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:59 a.m., October 10, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Proclamation 7036—General Pulaski
Memorial Day, 1997
October 9, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In times of peace and at moments of great

crisis, America has been blessed with the
steadfast support of friends from other na-
tions. Few have proved their friendship with
more courage and generosity than Casimir
Pulaski, who paid for America’s independ-
ence with his own life.
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